RNAi in the mouse: rapid and affordable gene function studies in a vertebrate system.
The addition of RNA interference (RNAi) to the mammalian genomic toolbox has significantly expanded our ability to use higher-order models in studies of development and disease. The mouse, in particular, has benefited most from RNAi technology. Unique combinations of RNAi vectors and delivery methods now offer a broad platform for gene silencing in transgenic mice, enabling the design of new physiologically relevant models. The era of RNAi mice has accelerated the pace of genetic study and made high-throughput screens not only feasible but also affordable.